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THOUGHTS OF THE PASTOR 

Jesus said, ñGo and make disciples of all nations.ò We at Aldersgate know the importance of 

having a church family; a community of faith that nurtures us and challenges us and helps us 

to grow spiritually. We also know the value of having the opportunity to give of ourselves for 

other; to experience God through sharing Godôs love for others through acts of service. 

 There are many in our community who do not know what it is to have a church family 

to uphold them and to help them grow and serve. We may think that most people in our com-

munity are connected to a church, but studies show that more than half the people in our re-

gion of the country are unchurched. Many people do not know the basic stories of faith that 

we take for granted. The only knowledge they have of Christianity is from popular media. 

 We have an opportunity, and a calling, to invite them into the community of faith. Stud-

ies have shown that individuals inviting others to church is the most effective technique to 

getting people involved in a faith community. Advertising and evangelism programs are fine, 

but the majority of people who become involved in a church family came initially because 

someone they knew invited them. 

 I have heard people say, ñIf they want to come to the church, they know where we are.ò 

No, they donôt. They donôt know they are welcome. They may think that only ñreligiousò peo-

ple are welcome, or only well to do or well-dressed people are welcome. We may intend our 

nice building with its tall steeple to be an invitation, they may interpret it as a ñkeep off the 

grassò sign. We need to personally say, ñYou are welcome!ò 

 Invite someone to church. It doesnôt have to be Sunday morning worship. You can in-

vite them to dinner on Wednesday night. You can invite them to a Bible study or prayer group. 

Invite them to Prime Timers or Messy Church or Women of Faith or some other group or 

event. It may be to an activity that you know they are interested in. Invite them to help out 

with one of our outreach programs. Even if they say, ñNo,ò it will still be a success. They will 

recognize the name Aldersgate and know that it is the church they were invited to once and 

are welcome to visit. You may be paving the way for them to come to church at some other 

time. You may awaken in them the idea of attending church. Help others make contact with a 

faith community so that they can come to know God better and experience the fulfillment of 

growing in faith and serving God and their fellow human. 

 See you in church. 

  Alex Stevenson    
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UPCOMING SERMONS 

Here are the next few sermons  

from Pastor Alex- 
 

Sept. 3: Matthew 16:21-28 ñAre You Living or Just 

Surviving?ò 

Sept. 9: Matthew 18:15-20 ñActing Out in Churchò 

  

 

UNITED METHODIST COMMITTEE ON RELIEF 

Helping the Victims of Hurricane Harvey 
 

As we watch the reports about the ongoing devastation being caused by Hurricane Harvey we 

all want to know how we can help. First keep praying! Second of all, you have already 

helped. The flood buckets we made last spring are at UMCORôs (United Methodist Commit-

tee on Relief) warehouse ready to be distributed!  
 

At this point the best way we can help is to donate to the relief efforts monetarily. UMCOR 

has a relief fund designated for ñDisaster Response, United Statesò that will be used for Har-

vey relief. The recovery process will take years if not decades and UMCOR has a track rec-

ord for long term relief efforts. Also 100% of funds donated will go to the relief effort, be-

cause the administrative costs of UMCOR are paid through other means.  
 

During the month of September we challenge members of Aldersgate to designate part of 

their offering for ñHarvey Reliefò with the goal that we will raise at least $1,000. Please 

prayerfully give to this effort.  If giving through the church, please write UMCOR on the bot-

ton note of the check.  Thank you! 

 

MISSIONS  

All are invited to attend the Mission 

Committee meeting on Thursday, Sep-

tember 14, at 7:00 pm in the Mac 

Vinson Companions classroom.  We 

will review upcoming fall activities 

and plan for 2018.   
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It has been said that the one 

constant in life is change. 

That is true of the church. In 

2,000 years the Christians 

church has gone through 

many changes. Changes in 

structure and theology and 

worship and many other 

ways. This fall on Oct. 31st 

2017 we will celebrate one 

of those changes. That date 

is the 500th anniversary of 

Martin Luther nailing his 95 

theses to the church door in 

Wittenberg. This event is often seen as the official start of the Protestant Reformation. But 

there was 1,500 years of history that led to that moment and 500 years since then. To truly 

understand how the church has evolved through the centuries, we need to study that history. 

 This fall, in anticipation of the 500th anniversary of the Protestant Reformation and 

following up on it, we will have a class in Church History team taught by Johannah Myers 

and Alex Stevenson. We began on Wednesday, Aug. 30th. If you missed it you are still wel-

come to join us each Wednesday at 6:30.  

The upcoming lessons are: 
 

  Sept. 6: Early Church: Heresy & Doctrine     

  Sept. 13: Christianity as State Religion 

 

Pastor Alex will offer a ñReò-newed Members Class on Sunday mornings during Sunday 

School, September 24-November 12.  This is a class for those who are new members or 

who are considering membership at Aldersgate.  It is also a class for long time members 

who would like a refresher course in Methodism. We will study Methodist history, theology, 

and tradition. If you are interested please contact the church office to sign up. 

ñREò-NEWED MEMBERS CLASS 
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BIBLE STUDY OF 
ñTHE ACTS OF THE APOSTLESò 

How did a ragtag group 

of disciples become a 

worldwide church? The 

Book of Acts tells the 

story of the early church 

from the Ascension of 

Jesus though the life of 

Paul. It is an intentional 

continuation of the story of Jesus that picks 

up where the Gospel According to Luke 

leaves off. Join us on Wednesday morning in 

the Mac Vinson Companions Classroom, be-

ginning on Sept. 6 at 10:00 am to study 

through this book. 

THE LIFE OF JESUS 

In this series, we will examine the life of Jesus from his birth until his death in 

order to learn more about his character, his love for us, and what his ultimate 

purpose was and still is.  We meet on Sunday nights from 5-7 pm and on 

Wednesday nights beginning at 6:30 pm in the Youth House. 

See the Sept. schedule below with extra events highlighted in pink. 
 

3rd - Labor Day Weekend - No Youth  

6th - The Life of Jesus Lesson #1 

10th - The Life of Jesus Lesson #2  

13th - The Life of Jesus Lesson #3  

15th - Movie Night 6:30-9:00 

17th - The Life of Jesus Lesson #4  

24th - The Life of Jesus Lesson #5 

YOUTH FOR SEPTEMBER 

CONFIRMATION CLASS  

We will begin a Confirmation Class in Sep-

tember for young people ages 11-13.  Con-

firmation is a wonderful opportunity for 

young Christians to learn what it means to 

be a follower of Jesus Christ and to be a part 

of the church. If you have an 11-13 year old 

who is ready to make a public profession of 

faith in Christ and join the church, or if you 

have some questions about Confirmation, 

please see the Johannah 

Myers or Rev. Alex Steven-

son.  Tentatively we will 

meet during Sunday School 

beginning in September and 

meet until May 2018. 



 

 

Page 6 Aldersgate In Motion      

WOMEN OF FAITH 

Women of Faith begins on September 19 at 9:30am with brunch and speaker.  

 

This fall, Women of Faith will offer 3 small groups in addition to the large group gathering. 

Small groups will meet from approximately 10:30am until 11:30 for 9 weeks (September 26 

through November 28, not meeting on November 21). 

 

Prayer Shawls - This group crochets, knits, and prays! They are often making blankets for 

hospitals, new babies, graduates - and more. You do not have to have experience crocheting or 

knitting - they'll be happy to teach you! 

 

Uninvited: Living Loved When You Feel Less Than by Lysa TerKeurst - This book study 

will explore themes of rejection, loneliness, and exclusion alongside our knowledge that we 

are handpicked, chosen, and loved by God. 

 

Liturgy of the Ordinary: Sacred Practices in Everyday Life by Tish Harrison Warren - 

Can we find God while we're sitting in traffic? What about in our breakfast routine or when 

we're checking email? In this book study, we'll explore ways we find the sacred, God mo-

ments in every part of our life. 

 

Please join us at Women of Faith on Tuesdays! Childcare is provided each week. We pray to-

gether, enjoy each other's company, study together, craft together, and serve together. If you 

have any questions, please contact Johannah Myers.  244-1820  ext. 211 

Prayer Shawl  
Ministry  

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=imgres&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=&url=https%3A%2F%2Fbooks.google.com%2Fbooks%2Fabout%2FUninvited.html%3Fid%3DGxnxCgAAQBAJ%26source%3Dkp_cover&psig=AFQjCNHxVBQ9Sw_L2ho6rKulBKXulOJAgg&ust=1503678943246732
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CHILDRENôS SUNDAY SCHOOL 

 In September, our childrenôs Sunday School classes will start a season of Compassion: Learn-

ing to Love Like God. Weôll spend 12 weeks looking at Bible stories from both the Old and 

New Testaments that show us how God has compassion for us and for others and how God 

calls us to be compassionate, too. Weôre looking 

forward to this new study! 

If you would like to be part of the childrenôs Sun-

day School team for the 2017-2018 school year, 

please let Johannah know soon. Lesson plans are 

provided and the schedule is flexible between 

team members. If you have a passion for compas-

sion and would like to work with childrenôs Sun-

day School, weôd love for you to join the team! 

CLUB 56/VISIONEERS 

UPCOMING DATE & EVENTS 

 

September: 

3rd ï  Labor Day Weekend, No 

Club 56 

10th ï  Club 56/Visioneers Kick-Off 

at  Partee Time in Easley ï Get-

ting to  Know You 

17th ï  Club 56 ï The Map, The Map 

24th ï  Club 56 ï Service Project 

Night  (Mission Fair Signs, Deter-

gent  Packets, United Ministries 

Signs) 
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PRIME TIMERS 

September 11th, 2017 beginning @ 11:00 am 

Chuck Alberding  
Wildlife Geeks: Conservation Meets the Classroom 

____________________________________________________________________ 

Chuck and his wildlife program have been featured in 

the magazines Nature Awakenings and Upstate Parent.  

He has also been a presenter at Cabelaôs Sports Store.  

He will be bringing a collection of ñhis friendsò to de-

light and educate. 
 

Make your reservations by Wednesday, September 

6th, through one of the following methods:  Use a res-

ervation card (found in the church pews) and write in 

ñPrime Timer Luncheon,ò call Ruth Hughes at the 

church office (244-1820), add your 

name to the sign-up sheet in the 

Questers or Christian Fellowship 

Sunday school classrooms or re-

spond to our calling team.   

Cost is $7.00 per person.  


