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THOUGHTS FROM THE PASTOR 

Who are you? The answer may seem easy. Just say your name. That is who you are. But is it 

really who you are? Some people have to go find themselves. Young people struggle to find 

out who they are. When they find themselves they have a peace and clarity that they missed 

before. So who are you, really? Not what your ID or Aldersgate name tag says. Deep down 

who are you? 

 This past Sunday was Baptism of our Lord Sunday. I am sorry we had to call off 

church because this is such an important day in the church. It is important because it reminds 

us who we are. At Jesusô baptism the Holy Spirit descended on Jesus and God said, ñThis is 

my beloved son in whom I am well pleased.ò Or in contemporary terms, ñThatôs my boy! He 

makes me proud!ò  

 That is what baptism is all about. God claiming us as daughters and sons. That is who 

you are. You are a child of God! Now you might not always act like it or feel like it, but God 

has claimed you. Your baptism is the churchôs way of celebrating the fact that God has called 

and claimed you as Godôs own child. 

 So if you ever feel lost, remember who you are. You are a child of God. God claimed 

you at your baptism. So go ahead and admit who you are. That should clear up the confusion 

in your life and give you peace and clarity! 

UPCOMING SERMONS 

Jan. 15: John 1:29-42 ñBehold the Lamb of God!ò  

Jan. 22: Matthew 4:12-23 "Seeing the Light" 

Jan. 29: Matthew 5:1-12 ñWhatôs This Jesus All About?ò  

LUKE BEGINS IN JANUARY 

The Wednesday Morning Bible Study will begin a study of the 

Gospel According to Luke on Wednesday, January 18, 2017. We 

meet at 10:00 am on Wednesdays in the Mac Vinson Compan-

ions classroom.  The lessons for the next few weeks are: 

Jan. 18: Chapter 1: Prelude to a Messiah 

Jan. 25: Chapter 2: Jesusô Birth and Childhood 
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HUMAN RELATIONS SUNDAY-JANUARY 15 

Human Relation Sunday is the third Sunday in 

January and is the Sunday before Martin Luther 

King, Jr. Day.  Your gifts to Human Relations Day 

provide avenues to restored relationships through 

ministries like Youth Offender Rehabilitation, 

Community Developers self-improvement pro-

grams and United Methodist Voluntary Services 

community advocacy programs. We will receive a 

special offering on Human Relations Day. To find 

out more about the programs supported by the Hu-

man Relations Sunday offerings go to: http://

www.umcgiving.org, click on ñSpecial Sundays,ò 

then on ñHuman Relations Day.ò 

DISCIPLE FAST TRACK 

Disciple Fast Track is a new class being offered 

beginning January 22, 2017 during the Sunday 

School hour (9:45-10:45 a.m.). While this Disciple 

class is not a replacement for the original Disciple 

I class, it will provide a 24-week introduction to 

both Old and New Testaments (12 weeks on the 

Old Testament, 12 weeks on the New Testament). 

Disciple Fast Track requires reading and study 

during the week to prepare for class, but it is not as 

intense as the Disciple I reading. If you are inter-

ested, join us on January 15 at 9:45 in the library 

for an orientation meeting. The book for the Old 

Testament portion may be purchased from Johan-

nah for $15. If you have questions about this class, 

please contact 

Susan Smith, 268

-6602, or Johan-

nah Myers, 244-

1820. 

CONSECRATION  

REPORT UPDATE 

143 families have estimated their giv-

ing for next year! The new total is: 

$724,014.00 So Far! 

Continue to keep this campaign in  

your prayers! 

If you havenôt turned in your  

Estimate of Giving Card,  

please do so. 
 

 

ESTIMATE OF GIVING CARD 
 

Name: __________________________ 

Address: ________________________ 

Yearly___ Monthly ____ Weekly ____ 
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http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwj1s-XYtvHQAhWE1CYKHY6gB6QQjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fdisciplefasttrack.com%2F&psig=AFQjCNHLilI4VXN_WqLZFrQwXIYoWNj07A&ust=1481727351641245
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Join us for dinner on Wednesday nights at Aldersgate and connect with friends around the 

dinner table. Stay after the meal and connect with new learning opportunities! Connect just-

began on January 11 but itôs not too late to join in! Dinner is served from 5:30-6:20. The 

cost is $6 for adults, $4 for children/youth. Please make reservations for the meal by email-

ing or calling Susan Hamilton (shamilton@aumcsc.org). (Classes meet from 6:30 ï7:30 unless noted.) 

Connect Classes for Winter 

Calligraphy: Facilitated by Greg Joens. Join Greg as he shows you the basics of callig-

raphy for the purpose of creating original personalized note cards or improving handwrit-

ing for more formal correspondence.  Will meet from 6:30-7:00 pm in the Kingdom 

Classroom . 
 

World Religions: Facilitated by Alex Stevenson. This study is designed to help us wres-

tle with questions about other religions and how they compare with Christianity. This 

study is taught from the perspective of building bridges between neighbors and learning 

more about one another in order to better love God and neighbor. (Mac Vinson Companions) 
 

Travel to Turkey: Facilitated by Ruth Hughes. We will travel to Turkey each week 

through the video seriesðThe Great Tours.  No reservations needed-meets in Questers) 
 

Prayer Shawl Ministry: Facilitated by Debbie Williams.  Join this group and help cre-

ate prayer shawls, blankets for our graduates, and mats for the homeless. Donôt know 

how to crochet? This group will be happy to help you learn! Meets in the Library. 

 

CONNECT-WINTER 2017 

WOMEN OF FAITH 

Women of Faith is gearing up for a wonderful time of fellowship, speakers, book studies, 

prayers and much more.  Come hear your fellow Aldersgate friends and family as they share 

their hearts.   

Begins at 9:30 am on Tuesday mornings in Parker Hall. Just show up to join in! 

  

mailto:shamilton@aumcsc.org

