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THOUGHTS FROM THE PASTOR 

Simon of Cyrene  

 

ñAs they led Jesus away, they seized a man, Simon of Cyrene, who was coming from the 

country, and they laid the cross on him.ò (Luke 23:26)  

 One of the most intriguing parts of the death of Christ is the story of Simon of Cyrene. 

Luke writes, ñAs they led Jesus away, they seized a man, Simon of Cyrene, who was coming 

from the country, and they laid the cross on him.ò (Luke 23:26) Who was this man who car-

ried the cross for Jesus, and how did this event impact his life? 

Simon was from Cyrene, which is in north Africa. Simon, sometimes called Black Si-

mon (Acts 13:1), may have been an African Jew who had made a pilgrimage to Jerusalem to 

celebrate the Passover and while there was picked from the crowd to carry Jesus' cross. This 

event apparently influenced Simon's life. When Mark describes this event he identifies Simon 

as the father of Alexander and Rufus. Apparently Simon's sons 

were still involved and known in the church in Mark's day. Acts 

13:1 tells us that in Antioch there was a ñSimon, who was called 

óThe Black Man.ôò This Simon was either a prophet or teacher 

or both and was one of those the Spirit called to lay hands of 

Saul and Barnabas to send them out. 

So it may be that the man whose hands carried the cross 

for Jesus, also laid those hands on Paul and Barnabas to send 

them out in mission. Perhaps we should all take up the cross of 

Christ so that we can send the Word forth too! 

 

UPCOMING SERMONS 

April 2: John 11:1-45 ñI AM the Resurrectionò 

April 9: Chancel Choir & brass quintet - Passion/Palm Sunday 

April 13: Exodus 12:1-4, 11-14; John 13:1-20, 31-35 ñForgetful Meò 

April 16: Matthew 28:1-10; Colossians 3:1-4 ñAll Shook Upò 

 

 

ȝPCǳǱȍȓG 

SEǸǱȔȓS 



 

Aldersgate In Motion      Page 3 

LUKE BIBLE STUDY 

The Wednesday Morning Bible Study 

will continue its study of the Gospel 

According to Luke on Wednesdays. 

We meet at 10 am on Wednesdays in 

the Mac Vinson Companions class-

room.  The lessons for the next few 

weeks are: 

April 5: Chapters 17-19 

April 12: Holy Week/No Class 
 

 

MAUNDY THURSDAY 

On the night our Lord was betrayed, 

he washed his disciplesô feet and in-

stituted the Sacrament of Holy 

Communion. At 7 pm on April 

13th we will remember and cele-

brate the actions of Christ at the 

Last Supper including foot washing 

and Holy Communion. Those at-

tending this service will be given 

the choice to have their feet washed 

or not, but we ask that you not wear 

pantyhose, so that if you decide to 

have your feet washed that will not 

prevent you from doing so. Plan to 

come to this moving service!  

PALM SUNDAY 

The Sunday before Easter is celebrated as both 

Palm Sunday and Passion Sunday. It was on 

that Sunday before Good Friday that Jesus rode 

a donkey into Jerusalem to shouts of hosanna! 

On this Sunday we also remember that later that 

week the voices were crying ñCrucify!ò and we 

celebrate the Passion or death of Christ. This 

year on Palm/Passion Sunday the Chancel 

Choir, accompanied by a brass quintet, will sing 

hosannas and of the events that led to Jesusô 

death for our salvation. Plan to be at one of the 

service on April 9th and bring a friend so they 

too can know and celebrate Jesusô triumphant 

entry into Jerusalem and his death for our sins! 

GOOD FRIDAY 

On Good Friday, April 

14th at 7 pm we will have 

a Good Friday Tenebrae 

service, also know as a 

service of the Shadows. 

This service, through a se-

ries of readings, remem-

bers Jesusô death on the 

cross. We will be reading 

from Matthewôs Gospel 

this year. At key points in 

the reading candles are 

extinguished to symbolize 

the death of Christ. The 

Chancel Choir will sing at 

this service. Come and re-

member what Jesus did 

for us all on Good Friday. 

 

Good Friday  

EASTER SUNRISE 

This year the community 

Easter Sunrise Service 

with Aldersgate, John 

Knox and First Christian 

churches will be at First 

Christian Church at 7 am 

on Easter, April 16th. It 

was at sunrise that Jesus 

rose from the dead so 

come and join us for this 

moving worship experi-

ence! 

  

 

https://www.churchart.com/subscriber/viewimages?topic_id=118&image_type=cl%2Cph%2Cpp%2Cbc%2Cca%2Cea
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Bob Jones University Living Gallery Performance  

The Saviorôs Call ~ Art Come to Life 
 

Have you ever seen a work of art that looked so real that the characters almost seem to 

breathe?  In Living Gallery this is no longer just your imagination ï the people in the larger-

than-life paintings, sculptures and stained glass are real.   
 

The unique Living Gallery program combines original drama, special choral and orchestral 

arrangements, and breathtaking live portrayals of classic works of art to celebrate the story of 

Christôs birth or resurrection. 
 

Be challenged and inspired by the drama, uplifting music and live masterpieces that make 

up Living Gallery. 

Performances are: 

April 13
th
 4:30 & 8 PM  or   April 14

th
 4:30 & 8 PM   or   April 15

th
 2, 4:30 & 8 PM 

 

The Aldersgate SoJourner Ministry will offer transportation to the April 13
th
 ï 4:30 

presentation.  To make a reservation, please call Ruth Hughes on her cell phone at 380

-8706 or email her at rhughes@aumcsc.org.  The cost is $15.00 per person.  

 

PRIME TIMERS EVENT 

YESTERUKES 
The Yesterukes are a group of folks who just love playing the ukulele!  They come from all 

across the state of South Carolina and play for senior adult groups, retirement communities, 

civic organizations or anyone who will listen!  This is bound to be a fun time for all. 
 

April 3, 2017                         

                             Program at 11 AM, lunch at Noon                        

 

Make your reservations by Wednesday, March 29th, through one of the following methods:  

Use a reservation card (found in the church pews) and write in ñPrime Timer Luncheonò, call 

Ruth Hughes at the church office (244-1820 ext. 204), add your name to the sign-up sheet in 

the Questers or Christian Fellowship Sunday school classrooms or respond to our calling 

team.  Cost is $7.00 per person.  

mailto:rhughes@aumcsc.org
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MESSY EASTERðAPRIL 2 @ 3:30 PM 

If you can help with Messy Easter, contact Johannah Myers at 244-1820 ext. 

211.  We will need help with activities, hospitality, and the meal.   

COMING SOON! 

SAVE THE DATE!! Coming soon will be the 

Blessing of the Animals.  Sunday, April 30 

Sponsored by Messy Church.  

 

 

UNITED METHODIST MEN 

Weekly Events: 

Men of Integrity Small Group 

-Monday Evenings 7:35 pm 

Atlanta Bread Company @ Cherrydale 
 

Men of Integrity Small Group 

-Tuesday Mornings 6:35 am 

Broadway Bagels at Hudson Corners 
 

Monthly Events: 
 

Aldersgate Men's Club 
 

 

Monday April 17 @ 6:32 PM 

Parker Hall 

Speaker: Josh Consalvo (tentative) 


