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ÖAʟ GoʋÙʟ ʫ˓ʳlˍɼˏʘ, 

ʂʍ ˉɼʍ ʨʶʕ ˋʞᴇɯˏrʟ 

ˉnʋ ˡisɾˏrʟ ˔ʘ  

Hiʟ ˏʄeʟ. Leʠ uʟ 

ɩˏm˛nsˢraɾʍ ˁhaʠ ˋʦ 

ɯʮ˗˞˔nʐ eaʫʑ ᴇɯˏʞ.× 

 
    

                         
 

   Qʢᴉʍ ˋʦ: 
       Caˁɯˏˠ˔ɶʍ P˃lˡiɭˏʞ 
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THOUGHTS OF THE PASTOR 

The Holly and the Ivy 

We use a lot of special greenery at Christmas time, but many people are not aware of the special symbolism of 

these greens. Here are a few interpretations of traditional Christmas greenery: 
 

Holly: According to tradition the pointy leaves represent the thorns of Christ's Crown. The perennial green 

leaves represent eternal life. The red berries represent the blood shed for our salvation. There is even a tradi-

tion that holly was used to make the crown of thorns. At that time the berries were yellow. In honor to the 

blood shed by Christ the berries turned red. While holly is most often pictured as having red berries, the ber-

ries come in other colors too. One tradition say that white berries represent Jesus purity, green berries the cross 

of wood, and black berries his death. 

Legend of the Shepherd Boy and the Wreath: A poor boy had no gift to give the Holy Child, so he made a 

tiny crown of leaves from a Holly Bush. Compared to the expensive gifts that the others had given, the crown 

seemed of little value, so the little shepherd boy began to cry as he presented it. But when the Babe touched 

the Holly crown with His tiny hand, the leaves suddenly gleamed and the teardrops turned to scarlet berries. 

Through the centuries the Holly wreath became a traditional Christmas decoration, reminding us of the Mira-

cle of Christ's Birth.  

Rosemary: Humility is the main idea behind the legends about rosemary. Every Nativity set I have ever seen 

pictures Mary wearing blue. According to one legend Mary's blue cloak is where rosemary got its color. The 

flowers are said to have been white. Then as Mary, Joseph and the baby Jesus were fleeing to Egypt, Mary 

laid her cloak on a rosemary bush. Since that time rosemary has been blue. Another legend says that Mary 

washed Jesus clothes in a stream while fleeing to Egypt and she laid them on a rosemary bush to let them dry. 

In honor for the humble service they gave the Savior rosemary were made blue. It is also said that the humble 

rosemary will never grow higher than Jesus and that if it outlives Jesus' 33 years it will not grow up but out. 

Poinsettias: The Poinsettia was named for Joel Robert Poinsett, a native of South Carolina who brought the 

Poinsettia to SC from Mexico. The general shape of the plant and the arrangement of leaves is seen as a sym-

bol of the Star of Bethlehem which led the wise men to the baby Jesus. The red colored leaves symbolize the 

blood of Christ. The white leaves represent his purity.  When you see the poinsettias this Christmas take time 

to think about the Christ child and the star that led the magi to him. 

The Christmas Rose: The legend associated with the Christmas rose begins with a poor girl wanting to give a 

gift to the Christ child. When Jesus was born in the little town of Bethlehem, there came Wise Men from the 

East bearing gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. A little shepherdess, watching from afar, wept because she 

had no gift to offer the Christ Child. Where her tears fell to the ground there instantly sprang up flowers. She 

hastened to gather them and bring them to the infant. In adoration she knelt at the crib, so Jesus could see the 

flowers. When and where His blessed little hands touched the petals, a delicate pink appeared. So a flower that 

never bloomed before came into existence.  To this day, the Christmas Rose blooms more abundantly at 

Christmas time than at any other season.  

Ivy: Like the evergreens, ivy is also seen as a symbol of eternal life and is used in Christmas decorations but 

not to the extent of pine, fir, mistletoe and holly. 

Mistletoe: In winter, trees lose their leaves revealing the perennially green mistletoe. Ancient druids noted 

this fact. Later Christians latched onto this and proclaimed the mistletoe as symbol of eternal life. 
 

As you enjoy your holly, ivy, and mistletoe meditate on the spiritual symbolism of these Christmas decora-

tions. 
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HANGING OF THE GREENS 

We use plants and greenery as we decorate 

for Christmas. Even in the church we use 

poinsettias, garlands, wreaths and Chris-

mon trees as symbols of the season. On the 

first Sunday of Advent, Dec. 3rd, we will 

begin our service with a hanging of the 

greens. This service celebrates and recalls 

the symbolism of the decorations we use 

in Advent and Christmas.  

LESSONS & CAROLS 

Sunday, Dec. 10th at 8:45 and 11 am 

Experience an inspiring service using Bi-

ble readings and Christmas hymns and car-

ols with music from The Chancel Choir 

and Cathedral Handbells to proclaim the 

Good News of Jesusô Birth. The theme is 

ñChristmas Around the World!ò 

 

  

BLUE CHRISTMAS 

ñItôs the most wonderful time of the yearéò At 

least thatôs what the song says. But sometimes 

it isnôt. Sometimes it can be time where loved 

ones who have passed away are missed to a 

greater extent or a time when losses are felt 

more deeply. It can be difficult to find comfort 

and room to grieve when the churchôs worship 

is so focused on the Joy of the coming of 

Christ. This service recognizes those losses and 

is designed as an opportunity to grieve and to 

lift our pain and loss and confusion to God in 

prayer. Come join us at 6:30 for this special 

service on December 20th. 

 

CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICES 

This year Christmas Eve falls on a Sunday. To try 

to accommodate all our usual Sunday services 

and Christmas Eve services we will have our reg-

ular service with sermon at 8:45 am.  

Then we will have the Moravian Lovefest at 11 

am. This Traditional Moravian service uses 

Christmas songs and the breaking of bread to-

gether to celebrate the gift of Peace and Joy 

through Christmas.  

Finally the Candlelight Communion service 

will be at 7 pm. This is a special service including 

Holy Communion and candlelight to celebrate the 

birth of Jesus and coming of Godôs light into the 

darkness of our world!   

Please plan to attend one or all of these moving 

services celebrating the coming of Godôs Son into 

the world! 
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The 2018 Womenôs Retreat is February 2-4, 2018 at 

Bonclarken Retreat Center in Flat Rock, NC. While 

this yearôs theme is quite the mystery, based on pre-

vious years we are confident that the 2018 will be a 

wonderful weekend. Registration is now open and 

filling up fast!!  Get those registration sheets in 

quick! Cost is $150, all inclusive based on double 

occupancy. Make sure to get those registration 

forms in to Johannah Myers or Susan Hamilton.  

Scholarships are available.  

We will have bake sales on December 3, 10 & 17 to 

raise money for scholarships.  If you would like to 

participate, please contact Johannah or Susan. 

 

 

 

 

UPCOMING SERMONS 

Dec. 3: 1 Corinthians 1:3-9  

 ñA Few Christmas Gifts for Youò 

Dec. 10: Lessons & Carols with Choir 

and Handbells 

Dec. 17: John 1:6-8, 19-28  

 ñBearing Witness to the Light" 
 

Dec. 24: 8:45 am Luke 1:26-38, 47-55  

 ñFrom Heaven to Nazareth - From  

Gabriel to Maryò 
 

Dec. 24: 11 am Moravian Lovefeast 
 

Dec. 24: 7 pm Luke 2:1-7  

 ñLas Posadasò 
 

Dec. 31: Jeremiah 31:31-34  

 ñA New Testamentò 

NEW YEARôS EVE 

New Yearôs Eve 

falls on a Sunday 

this year so our 

Sunday morning 

services on Dec. 31st will include elements of the 

Covenant Renewal and Watchnight traditions. It is a 

long standing Wesleyan traditional to take advantage 

of the new year as an opportunity to recommit our-

selves to Christ. These services remember and cele-

brate Godôs promises and covenants throughout the 

ages and gives people an opportunity to recommit 

themselves. Plan to come to church and bring a 

friend to celebrate Godôs goodness and devote our-

selves to serving God in the new year.  

 YOUTH NEWS 

December 3ðBIG QUESTIONS     

3 & 4 

 

December 10ðAngel Tree Shopping 

 

December 17ðMessy Christmas                

Help with the Kids/Program/Meal 

3:30ð6:00 pm 

 

December 24ð31 Christmas Break 

No Youth 
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CONSECRATION REPORT 

We have had a total of 128 families estimate their giving for next year.  The new total is 

now $466,620.  Continue to keep this campaign in your prayers.  If you have not turned 

in your Estimate of Giving Card, please do so. 

 

UPCOMING DATES & 

EVENTS 

Dec. 3-Club 56 & Visioneers

 Advent Adventure 

 
Club 56-Dec. 10-Angel Tree 

Shopping 

 
Dec. 17- 

Messy  Christmas 

3:30ð6:00  
 
 

CLUB 56/VISIONEERS  

The Angel Tree will be out in the Commons until all 

the Angels are taken.  Please make sure that you talk 

to Daylene or Coley Altman, or Dee Walsh to find out 

what this is all about.  Aldersgate has been doing this 

Angel Tree Ministry for many years.  Thank you in 

advance! 

THE UNITED MINISTRIES COAT 

DRIVE IS STILL GOING ONð 

Bring your new and gently used coats, 

gloves and hats to support United Minis-

tries Place of Hope.  Boxes are in the 

Commons area of the church.  Deadline to 

bring the items is on Wednesday, Decem-

ber 13 before 10:00 am.   

Most needed sizes are Large, X-large  

& XX-large. 
(No wool coats please.) 

UNITED MINISTRIES HONOR CARDS 

ARE HERE!  A great way to give a gift in 

honor or memory of someone while helping 

others as well.  See Ruth Hughes or anyone 

in the church office to get yours! 
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UNITED METHODIST WOMEN PROGRAM 

The United Methodist Women will have their Christmas Brunch 

and General Meeting on Saturday, December 9 beginning at 

10:30 am in Parker Hall.  The guest speaker has changed!  We 

will now have our very own Pam Attaway, who is back from 

Thailand, speak to us on their time there in Thailand.  The cost of 

the meal is $7.00 and is due no later than noon on  Monday, Dec. 

4.  Circle chairs have their instructions on taking those reserva-

tions.  Anyone not in a circle that would like to attend, please 

place your name on the outside of an envelope and enclose your check.  Place the envelope in the 

wooden box in the front office.  There are some envelopes on the box for your convenience. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The charity for this event is Generations Group Home, which is a residential program for boys 

ages 10-18.  A member of Aldersgate, Kathleen Reynolds, is the founder of this program.  Items 

requested for the charity are: twin size sheets (solid colors), bath towels (light/solid colors), 

white undershirts-menôs small-medium-large-xl-xxl, boxers-menôs small-medium-large-xl, 

toothpaste, toothbrush, Axe deodorant, Advil, Tylenol, sinus/cold medicines, hair combs/hair 

picks, hand/body lotion, hand sanitizers, fingernail/toenail clippers, band-aids, kleenex, kitch-

en towels.  Please place these items in the boxes in the work room.  Deadline for items is Dec. 4.  

GENERATIONS GROUP HOME 

UNITED METHODIST MEN CHRISTMAS DINNER 

The UMM Christmas Dinner and a Movie will be on December 18 here at Aldersgateôs 

Parker Hall.  Please arrive by 6:30 pm so you can pay and be checked in.  Dinner will be 

served beginning at 7:00 pm as well as the movie.  The movie this year is ñThe Christmas 

Story.ò  The cost is $25.00 per couple or $15.00 for an individual.  Childcare will be pro-

vided.  (Spouses or significant others are invited, as always) 

To register, please reply to Trevor King at trevor.king33@gmail.com or find the Al-

dersgates Facebook UMM events page or call the church office and get your name on the 

list.  The deadline to register is December 14.   REGISTER EARLY!! 

 

http://generationsgroup.com/
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DISCIPLES FAST TRACK ADVENT/CHRISTMAS STUDY 

DISCIPLES FAST TRACK, part of the 

Disciple family of Bible studies, provides 

an option for busy people who seek to 

gain a better understanding of the bible 

and want to grow as disciples.  On  Janu-

ary 14, 2018, all are welcome to come at 

9:45 am in the library for an overview and 

class organization for the 12 week study 

ñInto the Word, Into the World: Genesis/

Exodusò. Then, those who wish to attend 

can sign up and receive their books.  Class 

begins the following Sunday, January 21, 

2108 in the Library at 9:45am.  Contact 

Susan Smith at 864-268-6602, or Johan-

nah Myers at 864-244-1820 ext. 211. 

ADVENT/CHRISTMAS STUDY:   ñChristmas 

Gifts That Canôt Be Brokenò by James W. 

Moore.  Cokesbury describes this study:  A time to 

ñreflect on the unbreakable gifts that God has giv-

en us: hope, love, joy, and peace, and be reminded 

of Godôs greatest giftéa baby who leads us 

through all the days of our lives. Beloved teacher 

James W. Moore explores the spirit of Christmas 

with stories, Scriptures, and thoughts that warm 

our hearts throughout the season while challenging 

us to rethink the gifts we ask for and give at this 

time.ò  All are welcome to come attend this 5 

week class starting on December 10, 2017 and 

ending on January 7, 2018 at 9:45 to 10:45 am in 

the Library.  There is a DVD viewing,  and then 

facilitator presentation and discussion.  Come take 

an hour to center yourselves through this hectic, 

yet joyous time of year. 
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November sure flew by in a hurry!  Our 

CDC classes held feasts during the week 

of Thanksgiving to celebrate the holiday 

in a special way.  Some of our classes in-

vited families in to feast together while 

other classes enjoyed a smaller feast with 

teachers and friends.  We all enjoyed this 

special time of fellowship.  Our K3 

friends dressed as turkeys and held a 

"turkey parade" around the school.  They 

were the cutest turkeys we've ever 

seen!  We appreciated taking time to stop 

and count our many blessings.  Top among those is this church home.  We are so thankful for 

your prayers for us and your support of our CDC.  We are thankful for each of YOU!   

 

CHILD DEVELOPMENT CENTER 


