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THOUGHTS OF THE PASTOR 

Aldersgate Day ï May 24th 
  

 On May 24 1738, 280 years ago, John Wesley was at the Moravian meeting house on 

Aldersgate Street in London. The preface to Lutherôs commentary on the book of Romans was 

being read. At that meeting John Wesleyôs life was changed. He later wrote in his journal that 

at about 8:45 p.m. "while he was describing the change which God works in the heart through 

faith in Christ, I felt my heart strangely warmed. I felt I did trust in Christ, Christ alone for sal-

vation; and an assurance was given me that He had taken away my sins, even mine, and saved 

me from the law of sin and death." 

 Some people point to this as John Wesleyôs conversion experience. He had certainly be-

lieved before this event that Jesus was the Son of God who died for the sins of the world. He 

was, on a theological level, a Christian. His basic understanding of doctrine and theology did 

not change. As a Fellow of Oxford he certainly had read Lutherôs commentary on Romans and 

had studied Romans and the entire Bible. He had also already developed a methodical practice 

of devotion and service to God. His behavior of prayer and study and service and his belief in 

God and Jesus did not change. What changed at Aldersgate was his heart. Charles Wesley had 

a similar experience just a few days earlier. Some think of 

this as the Wesley brothersô hearts catching up to their heads 

and hands. They had already changed their thinking and 

their actions, but this was their hearts changing! They had 

been trusting in Christ in their heads and in their action but 

now they trusted in their hearts and had an assurance in 

their hearts that God loved them and had forgiven them. 

This change of heart is an important part of what it means 

to be a Methodist. As ñAldersgateò United Methodist 

Church we bear the name of that heartwarming experience. 

Each Sunday we say that at Aldersgate we are ñHearts on 

Fire é Seeking, Sharing, Serving é For God!ò That 

ñhearts on fireò is not just an allusion to the fire that burned 

the sanctuary back in the ó90s. It is a reference to that 

change of heart experienced by the Wesley brothers and that 

we experience today. 

 As we recall the Wesleyôs Aldersgate experience this 

May 24, may we experience the warming of our hearts and 

seek to bring that same love and warmth to others.  
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CONFIRMATION ï MAY 20 

Six young people are being con-

firmed and will become professing 

members of Aldersgate United Method-

ist Church on Sunday, May 20. This 

class has been meeting and studying for 

the last 9 months. The whole Aldersgate 

family is encouraged to be present dur-

ing this very important day for Ansley 

Addis, Graham Addis, Abigail Clark, 

Amaya deValinger, Hudson Patrick & 

Brycen Riddle! 

PARLEZ-VOUS FRAN¢AIS? SPRECHEN SIE DEUTSCHES? àHABLAS ESPA¤OL? 

On the day of Pentecost the Holy Spirit came upon the disciples and gave them the 

ability to speak in different languages. On Pentecost Sunday, May 20, we will be reenacting 

that event as we read about the day of Pentecost from Acts 2:1-11. We will do this by having 

different members of the congregation, who speak languages other than English, read aloud 

the Pentecost account while it is being read in English from the pulpit. If you are able to read 

another language, weôd like you to participate as one of the readers. Please contact the senior 

minister, Alex Stevenson (alex@aumcsc.org) and let him know what language you can read 

and what service you will be attending. If you do not have a copy of Acts 2:1-11 in that lan-

guage, we should be able to obtain one for you. 

 

The 2018 South Annual Conference will be hosted by 

the Greenville District at the TD Center Sunday, June 3 

through Wednesday, June 6. As the Host District we need to 

provide Hospitality for the Annual Conference.   This includes: 

Greeters and Ushers, Parking Help, Information tables, Regis-

tration Tables, Signage for breakout groups and events. Many of 

you volunteered last year and we were wonderful hosts, but we 

need your help again!     

     To volunteer go to: http://greenville.umcsc.org     

ANNUAL CONFERENCE VOLUNTEERS 
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UPCOMING  SERMONS 

PASTORôS BIBLE STUDY 

The Wednesday Morning 

Bible Study will begin a 

study of the book of Ro-

mans. We meet at 10:00 

am on Wednesdays in the 

Mac Vinson Companions 

classroom.  The lessons 

for the next few weeks 

are: 

ß May 2:   Romans Ch. 5-6 

ß May 9:   Romans Ch. 7-8 

ß May 16: Romans Ch. 9-10 

ß May 23: Romans Ch. 11-13 

ß May 30: Romans Ch. 14-16 

CHILDRENôS SUMMER  

SUNDAY SCHOOL 

Take a turn or two this summer teaching the 

elementary Sunday school class. Weôll 

spend this summer learning about the Ar-

mor of God. Lesson plans for each week are 

provided. To sign up for a Sunday, contact 

Johannah Myers or go to this link: http://

signup.com/go/ineUJHU. 

 

 

 

§ May 6: Childrenôs Choir presents  

 ñDanny and the Shacksò  
 

§ May 13: John 17:6-19  

 ñJesus: A Mother's Exampleò 
 

§ May 20: Acts 2:1-21 ñSome Fresh Airò 

 

§ May 27: John 3:1-17 ñBeing Born Overò        

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

The Church Council, at its April 22 meet-

ing, approved the Sanctuary Media Possi-

bilities Team proposal to begin raising 

money for screens and projectors in the 

sanctuary. We thank everyone who gave 

their input to this discussion. We will need 

to first establish a fund so that people can 

donate to this en-

deavor. The total 

funds needed is 

approximately 

$41,000. We will 

not install the 

screens until the 

money needed to 

install them has 

been raised.  

SANCTUARY MEDIA 

PROPOSAL 

 

SERMONS 

 

$41,000 

http://signup.com/go/ineUJHU
http://signup.com/go/ineUJHU
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EPWORTH IS OUR MINISTRY! Did you know that in the last year 

Epworth Childrenôs Home gave 184 children a safe and loving place to 

call home? Each of these children had this opportunity because people just 

like us and churchôs like ours embrace and provide for this wonderful 

ministry for the children and families in South Carolina.  

We will participate in the annual Motherôs Day Offering on Sunday, 

May 13th 2018, to benefit the children who call Epworth home. Please be 

in prayerful consideration of what God is calling you to give to this valuable and life changing 

ministry. Epworth does not receive denominational funding (apportionments). This offering is 

our opportunity to support this vital ministry. For more information, please visit Epworth on 

the web at www.epworthchildrenshome.org.  

 

 MEMORIAL DAY 

We will be observing Memorial Day on May 27. 

Why do we observe Memorial Day you may ask?  

ñIt's not about us,ò said Staff Sgt. Jay Arnold, a sol-

dier with the Illinois Army National Guard. ñIt's 

about those who went before us.  To put it simply, 

Memorial Day is for the American troops who did-

n't get to come back home and hang out at a home-

coming party or retire from their branch of service 

quietly.ò (Business Insider, May 2017)  
 

Please plan to bring yours or your loved ones mem-

orabilia to the church that morning or the week be-

fore to be displayed.  
 

Let us all honor all those who have sacrificed so 

much for our freedom. 

 

 

 

 

MOTHERôS DAY OFFERING FOR EPWORTH 

HABITAT FOR HUMANITY 

 Aldersgate UMC is the host 

church on Friday, May 18 for the Habi-

tat Faith Build 2018.  The house we are 

working on this year is for the Beard 

Family and is located at 105 Hill St., 

Simpsonville, SC 29681. 

 We are the host church that day. I 

would love it if we could have a large 

group of folks show up to help work. If 

you can do any type of work, please take 

a shift. (8:00-11:30) or (12:00ï 3:30), or 

both! 

 You must register online by going 

to the volunteer website at habitatgreen-

ville.volunteerhub.com. Ours is the 

Faith Build for May 18-GSCC Build. 

 Lunch will be prepared for all 

volunteers on that day. 

 Bruce Royal is in charge of this 

project for Aldersgate.  
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CHILD DEVELOPMENT CENTER 

TEACHER APPRECIATION WEEK! 

 It is coming up on Teacher Appreciation Week at the 

CDC!  Let's show our teachers how much we appreciate them & 

their dedication to the children of the CDC.  I'd like to offer a dif-

ferent treat each day the week of May 7th - 11th.  In the past 

we've had meals, breakfast & lunch either catered or homemade, 

snacks, desserts, and little gifts (things like keychains, mugs, per-

sonalized water bottles, notepads, etc).  I also like to offer a 

choice of $10 gift cards to various places around Greenville 

(Chick-fil-a, Target, Wal-Mart, Panera Bread, Five Guys, Fire-

house Subs & Starbucks are all popular choices) so that each 

teacher can choose one gift card of their choice.  In all we have 

16 teachers at the CDC.  I would love for the community of Aldersgate to help me thank our 

Teachers by planning a meal and purchasing some of these gifts!  I really want us to show the 

teachers our love & appreciation for another great school year!  
 Thank you all so much for your support all year long.  We certainly do appreciate all 

you have done.  

 There are sign up sheets in each Sunday school room and also in the Commons areas. 

Please fill out as much information as you can so I will know what food is going to be brought 

to the CDC or items bought for gifts. (Any gifts or gift cards can be given to Susan Hamilton. 

She will get those to me.) The teachers always love all the gifts, food and appreciation shown 

during this time for them. It is very much appreciated. Please let me know if you have any 

questions.  Thank you!   

Jennifer Nelson, CDC  Director      864-268-5028    jnelson@aumcsc.org   

WOMENôS READING GROUP 

The Womenõs Reading Group is now 
meeting  at 10:00 am on the 4th Thurs-
day of each month in the church library.  
Below is the May book we will be dis-
cussing. (May 24) 
PUSHOUTñThe Criminalization of 
Black Girls in School by Monique Norris. 
Any lady is welcome to join us. No reser-
vation needed.  Just come to the library 
on the date above.   

UMW CIRCLES 

MEETING DATES 
 

Circle of Light-May 9  

Cindy Harter Circle-May 6 

At church @ 3:00 pm 

Louise Best Circle-May 8 

At church-Soul Caf® @ 10:30 am 

Mary Teasley Circle-May 9 

Off-site Luncheon @ 11:30am the Bleu Porch  

Susanna Wesley Circle-May 8 
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UNITED METHODIST MEN-MEETING AND EVENTS 

The United Methodist Men have a tentative schedule set for the next several 

months.   May 20  - Tentative Golf Tournament (Sunday) 
 

For any UMM questions, email Trevor King at  

trevorandashley@msn.com  

MENôS THURSDAY  

MORNING STUDY 
 

We have another group of men who also 

meet early in the morning on Thursday 

mornings, at 5:30 am in the Mac Vinson 

Companions Classroom . Any man  

is invited to come and take part in  

listening/learning. 

 TUESDAY MORNING 

MEN OF INTEGRITY  
STUDY GROUP  

 

Meet at 6:35 am at Broadway 

Bagels, located at 2426 Hudson 

Road, Greer, SC  29650.   

  OUR MILITARY (Family & Friends) 

  Paul Browder    Oryan R. Lahti- ACT. DUTY 

  Bradley Brown             Troy McDowell    

 Joseph Churchwell   Katie Pace      Nick Page   

  Patricia Kreuzberger     Hank Gettys     

  Matthew Russell    Paul Scott-ACT.  DUTY  

  Michael Pompeo       John Williams            

YOUTH IN MAY 

May 2ðYouth from 6-7 pm   May 16ðYouth from 6ð7 pm 

May 6ðNo Youth (Josh out of town)  May 20ðYouth at Greenville Drive Game!  

May 9ðYouth from 6ð7 pm   Leaving church at 3:30 pm and should arrive  

May 13ðNo Youth (Motherôs Day)  back home around 7:15/7:30. More details coming. 


